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ST. MARK'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 14", 2025 YEAR A
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ST. MARK'S

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Prelude “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

Wilbur Held (1914-2015)
© 1959 Concordia Publishing

Flor Peeters (1903-1986)

© 1966 C.F. Peters

Opening Hymn 74 “Blest be the King whose coming” Blue 1982 Hymnal
Blessing of the Advent Wreath & Lighting of the Candles

{ Finucane Family (Maddie, Mike and James)}

Leader: Come, O Holy One, breaker of chains and renewer of life! Open our eyes to your
presence in all the earth. Stir us to proclaim gladly the signs of your love; the liberation of
those oppressed, the healing of those frail and broken, springs of water in all the parched
places, and Jesus Christ risen and alive, through whom we pray. Amen.

As the First, Second and Third Advent Candles are lit Verse 3 is sung in unison.

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
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1 Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
3 Light threecan-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom -ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent - ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He is com - ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954
Music: TIF IN VELDELE, Yiddish folk tune

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator

Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress.



Opening Acclamation

Presider  Blessed are you, Sovereign God, just and true:
People To you be praise and glory for ever and ever. Amen.
Presider  As your dawn renews the face of the earth,

People Bringing light and life to all creation,

Presider  May we rejoice in this day you have made;

People As we wake refreshed from the depths of sleep,
Presider  Open our eyes to behold your presence,

People And strengthen our hands to do your will!

The Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Trisagion “Holy God” S102  Sung Three Times Blue 1982 Hymnal
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.

The Collect of the Day

Presider  The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Presider  Together Let us pray.

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are
sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and
deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lesson: Isaiah 35:1-10

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like
the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of
Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory
of the Lord, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble
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knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, "Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you."
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the
lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall
break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a
pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall be called
the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God's people; no
traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous
beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there.
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting
joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing
shall flee away.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's People.

People Thanks be to God.

Psalm: VF 117 “My soul gives glory to my God” (Canticle 15)
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1 My soul gives glo - 1y to my God. My

2 My God  has done great things  for me: yes,

3 From  age to age, to all who fear, such

4 Love casts  the might - y from  their  thrones, pro -

5 Praise God, whose lov - ing cov - e - nant sup -
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heart pours out its praise. God lift - ed up my

ho - Iy is this name. All peo - ple will de -

mer - cy love im - parts, dis - pens - ing jus - tice

motes the in - se - cure, leaves hun - gry spi - rits

ports those in  dis - tress, re - mem - ber - ing past
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low - i - ness in man - y mar - vel - ous ways.
clare  me blessed, and bless - ings they shall claim.
far and near, dis - miss - ing self - ish hearts.
sat - is - fied, the rich seem sud-den-ly poor.
prom -is - es with  pres - ent faith - ful - ness.

Words: Miriam Therese Winter © 1987 Medical Mission Sisters. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music: Morning Song, melody att. Elkanah Kelsay Dare (1782-1826); harm. Charles H. Webb
© 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House. All rights reserved.

The Epistle: James 5:7-10

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the
precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late
rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is
near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See,
the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take
the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.

People Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn 75 “There’s a voice in the wilderness crying” Blue 1982 Hymnal

Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ according to Matthew
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples
and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have
good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out
into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to
see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal
palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a
prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, | am sending my messenger ahead
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of you, who will prepare your way before you.” “Truly I tell you, among those born of
women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of
heaven is greater than he.”

Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily The Rev. Delaney Schlake-Kruse

Affirmation of Faith
Let us declare our faith in God.

All: We believe in God the Creator,

infinite in wisdom, mercy and love,
from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in Jesus Christ,

Son of God and Son of man,

the gift of God’s unfailing grace, the ground of our hope,
and the promise of our deliverance from sin and death.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,

the divine presence in our lives,

who sustains and strengthens us, especially in our time of need.
We believe in one God: Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit,

and that our faith should manifest itself in the service of love
as set forth in the example of our blessed Savior,

that the realm of God may come upon the earth. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Leader As we wait for Christ to come in victory, let us make our requests known to
God who heals the lame and gathers the outcast, praying, “Come, O Lord, and save us.”

For the church throughout the world, that we may heed the prophet’s word to be strong
and not to fear;
For Sean our Presiding Bishop, for Deon, our Bishop, for Delaney and Jerre our
clergy, and for all the People of God;
In the Diocesan Cycle, we pray for the people and ministry of St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Ironton;
In the Anglican Communion, we pray for Sarah the Archbishop-designate of
Canterbury and the Anglican Episcopal Church of Brazil;
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In our companion Diocese of Puerto Rico, we pray for Hogar Cristo Rey — Maria
de los Angeles Cotto;
We pray for our Jubilee Ministry partner Isaiah 58 Ministries and our outreach
partner Doorways Interfaith Housing;
We give thanks on her birthday with Margaret Hvatum . Let us pray,
Come, O Lord, and save us.

For the leaders of the nations and all in authority, that they may have the wisdom and
courage to seek peace and justice in the world, let us pray,
Come, O Lord, and save us.

For all peoples of every race, nation and disposition; may the wars on every continent
cease, praying especially for the people of Ukraine, Sudan, and Gaza; and may refugees,
immigrants, and survivors find a new welcoming home and the spirit to begin again; let
us pray,

Come, O Lord, and save us.

For the sick and the suffering, for the hungry and the oppressed, for the homeless, all who
live in fear of separation from their homes and families, and the lonely and those in
prison, let us pray,

Come, O Lord, and save us.

For our deliverance from all affliction, strife, and need.
We pray for those on our Parish Prayer list, and those whom we name, either
silently or aloud [pause];

We pray for all who struggle with addiction, that God may strengthen them in their

recovery;
We pray for those serving in the armed forces and those who endeavor in public
service; let us pray,

Come, O Lord, and save us.

For those who have died in the hope of resurrection and for those who grieve, let
us pray,
Come, O Lord, and save us.

The Presider offers this concluding collect.
Gracious God, you shape our dreams. As we put our trust in you may your hopes and
desires be ours, and may we be your expectant people. Amen.
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Confession and Absolution
Deacon  Holy God, we have fallen short in loving you and loving our neighbors; we
stand beside each other and ask for the forgiveness of our sins.

Silence is kept for a time.

Most Holy God, in the midst of this season of expectation and new life, we confess: We
have resisted the light of your love; we have not fully shared the gifts entrusted to us;
and we have not treasured the gifts of others around us. Holy Trinity, make us holy.
Holy God, make us whole. Amen.

Presider  May the Trinity of Love bring you back to God and forgive you all your sins;
be assured of God's eternal love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace We are a community of reconciliation and peace; therefore, we greet each
other with a sign of our desire for peace.

Presider: The peace of Christ be always with you.

People And also with you.

The Congregation greets one another with the peace of Christ.
Announcements, Birthday and Anniversary Prayers

Children’s Time

THE HOLY COMMUNION

Presider: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and
sacrifice to God.

Offertory Anthem “Magnificat” Theron Kirk (1919-1999)
Melissa Edwards, solo

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.

For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden: for behold, from henceforth all
generations shall call me blessed.

For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his name.

And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.

He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of
their hearts.



He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel;

As he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, forever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Advent Eucharistic Prayer
Presider The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Presider Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Presider God of all power, Source and Sustainer of the Universe, you are worthy of
glory and praise.

People Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: shining light and enfolding dark; the vast
expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile
earth, our island home.

By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with the
capacity for memory, reason, and skill. You made us the stewards of your creation. But
we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your eternal Word, born of your
servant Mary, to fulfill your Law, opening for us the way of freedom and peace.

By his blood, he reconciled us.

By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles,

and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

8



Presider and People
Holy, Holy, Holy S124  Hurd Blue 1982 Hymnal
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.
The Presider continues
Blessed are you, Lord our God, for sending us Jesus, the Christ, who on the night he was
handed over to suffering and death, took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and
gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of
thanksgiving, We celebrate Christ’s death and resurrection as we await the day of his
coming. Therefore, O God, we who have been redeemed by Jesus Christ, and made a new
people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your
Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Savior.

Sanctify us also, and let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit
in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

God of our ancestors; Redeemer and Mother of Israel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the
presumption of coming to this Table for solace only and not for strength; for pardon only
and not for renewal.

Accept these prayers and praises, Almighty God, through Jesus Christ our great High
Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and
worship, from generation to generation. Amen.



The Lord's Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Presider

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Fraction Anthem S161 Hurd Blue 1982 Hymnal
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

have mercy onus.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

grant us peace.

The Ministration of Communion

Presider  The gifts of God for the people of God. Come to this table, you who wait and
you who long in the night, you who rest, and you who hope for the dawn. Here the Word
is made flesh, and the Light of Christ meets us in bread and wine. Come, for all is ready.
Draw near with hope and with wonder; it is Christ who invites you to meet him here.

All who hunger and thirst for God are welcome to receive the Holy Communion at this
altar. Gluten free hosts are available. Please let the minister know that you require
gluten free.

Communion Hymn 640 “Watchman, tell us of the night” Blue 1982 Hymnal

Prayer after Communion

Presider  God is with you.

People And also with you.

Presider  Together, let us pray.

God of promise, we thank you for feeding us with the Body and Blood of your Son
Jesus Christ, and for gathering us into the mystery of your Advent: a time of waiting,
watching, and expectation. Send us now, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
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Advent Blessing

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your
path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Closing Hymn 65 “Prepare the way, O Zion” Blue 1982 Hymnal

Dismissal

Deacon Our worship is ended. Our service in the world begins. Go forth walking
in hope, carrying peace, living in love, and radiating joy.

People Thanks be to God.

Postlude

“Lord Christ, the only Son of God” J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

All music used with permission from OneLicense.net #A704954

Liturgical language used in this service was prepared by the Diocese of Missouri.

ASSISTING IN OUR WORSHIP

Lector: Ed Rich Usher: Matthew Cashen Greeter: Diane Nienkemper
Altar Guild: Jon Danieley Livestream: Lucy Danieley

Crucifer: Scott Thompson Chalice: Roger Robards/Scott Thompson

Godly Play: Mehta Coffee Hour: Jon Robards

Godly Play (3-7yrs) begins at 9:30 am in the Church Basement every Sunday.

Christmas Services
Please join us for our Christmas Services
Wednesday, December 24" 5:00pm- Family Worship
Wednesday, December 24" 10:30 pm-  Choral Worship
Thursday, December 25" 10:00 am- Christmas Day Service
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Online Giving at St. Mark's
Thank you so much for your desire to support the ministry here at St. Mark's! If you
would like to give online, simply scan the QR code below using the camera on your
smart phone to visit our online giving platform.

Your generosity is a blessing!

We pray for those who are ill, in trouble or distress of any kind, especially the
Anderson family, Anne Benson, Yulia Borjte, Steve Chamberlin, Alicia Crowe, Tom
Gard, Sue Garrett, Mark Godfrey, Yaz Hernandez and their extended family, Denise
Huber, Margaret and Tor Hvatum, Doug Jeffery, Jane Kozielec and Allen, Richard
Liermann, Stephanie Maass, Penny McCullough, Beverly (Kocot) Meyers, Donna
Musgrave, Betty Orlando, Kristen Patterson, Barbara Raedeke, Jennifer Salci and her
parents, Scott Schmidt, Cheryl Schulz, Lois Schubert, Rick Schubert, Logan Smith,
Mitchell and Tracy Shelton, Jeanette Swallow, Lou Swallow, Scott Thomas, Bill Trafka,
Casey Tyler, Dominic Walker, Roy Watts, David and Doris Westfall, The White Family,
Susan Winfrey, The Workman Family, Walter Zimmerman, Eric, Elizabeth, Marian, Ted,
Karen, Larry, Doug and Fritz.

We pray for those serving in the armed forces, especially Jesse Foy, Robert McCarthy,
Brandon George, Jon Moore, Paul Malabar, Logan Smith.

SAINT MARK'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
4714 Clifton Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63109

314/832-3588 www.saintmarks-stl.org
revdelaney(@saintmarks-stl.org parishoffice@saintmarks-stl.org
The Rt. Rev. Deon K. Johnson Bishop of MO  Barbara Raedeke Organist and Choir Director
The Rev. Delaney Schlake-Kruse  Rector Celeste Kocot Youth Christian Formation
The Rev. Jerre Birdsong Deacon Melissa Engle Parish Administrator

The Rev. Dr. Teresa K.M. Danieley Priest Associate
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Choir Call
(5) (3 I'd like to invite anyone who enjoys singing but isn’t able to sing with the
T choirona regular basis to join us for the Advent and Christmas seasons. We

—L_L_1 rehearse on Thursday evenings from 7:30-9:00 p.m. and will sing for all the
Sundays in Advent as well as the 10:30 p.m. service on Christmas Eve. If you’d like to
sing with us during Advent and/or for Christmas Eve, please be in touch with me
(braedeke@aol.com). We would be delighted to have you join us!-Barbara

Advent at St. Mark’s
The Season of Advent has begun. Advent supplies including a weekly
%&'{ devotion written by Delaney and her colleagues, weekly prayers and
“Slow down, Quiet. It’s Advent” calendars are available on the
credenza in the back of the church. Or contact Melissa for an electronic copy.

St. Mark’s Annual Christmas Party
The Annual St. Mark’s Christmas Party will take place on December 21st at
S5PM. Carols, a buffet dinner, and load of good cheer will be on hand as we
wait for a "special guest" to complete the festivities. $15 Adults, $8 Children
over 5 years, $50 family max. Once again, we'll be asking folks to help with
the dessert and snacks table. Please see the signup sheets in the parish hall to
RSVP and to bring a dessert. You may also call/email to: 314-832-3588 /
parishoffice@saintmarks-stl.org .
Please consider helping with the children's activities at the party for any amount of
time. Starting at 5:00 pm, we will be decorating the Christmas tree and making
gingerbread houses. We will sing several songs after the meal. Please contact Celeste
in advance or just come and help.

NEW Photo Directory
On Sunday, December 14" Ed Rich will be available to take photos for an upcoming photo
membership directory. Please stop by Ed's photo station after worship and have your photo
taken!
Bible Study
Our next Bible Study will be this Sunday December 14" instead of December 21st. Are
you interested in exploring scripture and growing your skills as a Bible interpreter? Join us
for Bible study every first and third Sunday from 11:30-12:15 in the parish hall. No prior
attendance or experience required. Bring a Bible and a willingness to talk through the text!
All are welcome!
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Christmas Decorations and St. Cecilia Music Fund

Each year at Christmas, we fill the nave with flowers, greens, and songs. If you

would like to join in the joy of the season by supporting the Christmas

Decorations or St. Cecelia Music Fund in honor or memory of a loved one,

please fill out the enclosed form and return it to the church office along with
payment by noon, Wednesday December 17", You may also give online at Tithley.com. Just
go to our website https://www.saintmarks-stl.org/ and click on the DONATE button at the
bottom of the homepage (be sure to designate your donation to the “Landscape/Flowers
Fund” or “Music Fund” using the drop-down menu and call the office with the names of
those you wish to honor in the Christmas leaflets). Forms may be found at the back of the
church; they may be returned via the office or offering plate.

Coffee Hours in December

Join Delaney+ in December for coffee hours around the neighborhood. Stop by for a few
minutes or an hour to spend time together, share what’s on your mind, and grow in
relationship. Delaney+ will be at the following coffee shops:
Next week, Rev. Delaney's regularly scheduled coffee hours will be moved to take
place at Espresso Yourself from 1-2:30pm on Wednesday, December 17

Blue Christmas With Emmanuel
For many people, this time of year is a reminder of grief and loss. On December 17, at 6:45
pm, we will join with our friends at Emmanuel Episcopal Church 9 So. Bompart, Webster
Groves for a special worship service which honors these feelings of grief. If you are in need

of some extra support and care this season, join us for Blue Christmas! More information at
314-961-2393.

Advent Devotions on YouTube
Each week, as we make our way through Advent, you will find YouTube devotions as
well as written reflections. This week, the first week in Advent, we explore how Mary
might have felt when Gabriel approached her with the news she would bear a child.
Check out our YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/@SaintMarks-stl
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