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From your Rector...

Rector Reflection

As we head into the hottest days of summer here in St. Louis, I trust you have found
time for sabbath moments to recharge and find joy. Summertime is filled with so many
fun activities in our fair city—trips to the Muny, Shakespeare in the Park, the Botanical
_ Garden in full bloom, and afternoons spent by public and private pools. Perhaps you’re
' .,,w taking a trip this summer or simply lying low in your air-conditioned dwelling.
_,.1( ‘;_ %4 Whatever the case, I hope there have been moments to simply sit and reflect. Whether
o ~ we are sitting still trying to cool off or holding perfectly still and watching an insect or

bird alighting on a leafy branch, there are many opportunities to stop and be still this time of year.

In those moments of stillness, we have an opportunity to notice the presence of our creator in a different way
than we might in the midst of the cares and busy-ness of daily life. Since coming to the Episcopal Church, I
have been so inspired by your commitment to prayer as a denomination. Whether you’re praying the daily
office or simply thumbing through the prayer book for the right collect, the Episcopal tradition has so many
resources for talking with God. In this season of sabbath and moments of rest, I wonder how those prayerful
resources might find their way into our communal and individual moments of reflection? I wonder what might
keep us from noticing the presence of our creator in those moments of stillness? I’ll be the first to admit that
prayer is not always easy for me to practice. But in moments of stillness, the words of a favorite poem come
back to me, reminding me that prayer is simply a conversation, not a competition. So, I offer you these wise
words from Mary Oliver in hopes they might inspire you this season:

Praying . . .
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FROM YOUR DEACON .
g Every Sunday in our Prayers of the People, we pray for our Jubilee Ministry
v | partner, Isaiah 58 Ministries. Jubilee Mlnlstry was established by our national
* church to be a “ministry of joint discipleship in Christ with poor and oppressed

people, wherever they are found, to meet basic human needs and to build a just
society.” It is a social justice ministry of advocacy and services for the poor,
oppressed, and marginalized — those our society often considers the least and
last. An entity has to apply to the diocese to be designated as a Jubilee Ministry
Center. St. Mark’s, Emmanuel, and Isaiah 58 Ministries has been named a
Jubilee Ministry cluster as our ministry to the poor no doubt meets the goals of
Jubilee Ministry.

Since 1970, the Mission of Isaiah 58 Ministries has been to seek “fo be the heart and hub of our
beloved community, living out God’s call to offer essential services with compassion and care. Through
our food pantry, clothing room, shower ministry, and outreach programs, we strive to meet the needs of all
who come to us, fostering hope, dignity, and a sense of belonging. We are dedicated to creating a place
where individuals and families find support, restoration, and the opportunity to thrive in a loving and
inclusive environment.” Those dedicated St. Markans who volunteer their time at Isaiah 58 can tell you that
this is indeed what happens there.

With the beginning of a new school year, Isaiah 58 will be distributing 275 backpacks filled with
school supplies appropriate for the grade — school supplies that simply would be unaffordable to many
families. This year, St. Mark’s is collecting 150 YELLOW HIGHLIGHTERS. We have our plastic bin in
the parish hall marked to receive your donations. Please bring your donations of YELLOW
HIGHLIGHTERS by Sunday, AUGUST 16. I wish you all could see the smiles on the kids’ faces when
they pick out their new overflowing backpacks. They are so thrilled to receive them.

In Christ,
Deacon Jerre

Vestry Update

Each month our vestry meets to pray and work together for the ministry of St. Mark’s. Your vestry includes
Ellen Jeffery (Senior Warden), Margaret Hvatum (Junior Warden), Tom Bradley (Clerk), Greg Diekemper
(Treasurer), Marilyn Wiethop, Lynn Heritage, Cindy Schroeder, and Melissa Edwards. This lovely group,
along with your clergy, met on June 15; here are a few highlights from that meeting:

They discussed visioning for a playground and what we are looking into for this future project. The committee
Margaret has been meeting with on Sundays has presented ideas for a playscape design using natural
materials, and a possible labyrinth is included. As was announced at service, a play date has been scheduled
for July 11th in Forest Park, where the Albrecht children's area might be a good place to start the design
process. Since this idea is still in the planning stages, the vestry has not voted on any items regarding this
topic.

Deacon Jerre made some suggestions to amend our church bylaws regarding our endowment fund at the May
meeting. He presented an amended set of bylaws at the June meeting, and the vestry accepted his
recommendations to bring us to a more up-to-date document. The vestry also appointed him as a financial
advisor and liaison for the Endowment, with the understanding that his role is limited to receiving data
regarding the funds. Still, he cannot act on the Endowment's behalf without the approval of the Endowment's
directors.

After the Buildings and Grounds committee reviewed three bids for the replacement of the Sanctuary roofing,
the committee put forth a proposal from Lorenz Roofing for the vestry to consider. The vestry

unanimously voted to accept the bid and to begin the work for a complete tear-oftf of the Sanctuary and
adjoining wings.



Upcoming Events

Wednesdays 7:00pm AA Meeting in Parish Hall

Fridays 7:00pm SMART Recovery Group in Parish Hall

June 29-July 6th Office Closed (Melissa Vacation)

July 5th Eucharist and Baptism of James Michael Finucane 10am
July 9th Beer Garden Fellowship Spm (see insert)

July 11th Play Date at Forest Park (see insert)

July 12th Neighborhood Walk 11:45 am (see insert)

July 13th Patriotic Sing-a-long in the Parish Hall 6:30pm (see insert)
July 15th Neighborhood Drive 5:30 pm (see insert)

July 21st Coftee Hour 10 —11:30 am MayPop (see insert)

July 23rd Neighborhood Drive 11:00 am (see insert)

July 25th Convocation Celebration with Bishop Deon (see insert)
July 26th-28th Camp Firebird (see insert)

August 8th Coffee Hour 10 —11:30 am Knead Bakehouse (see insert)
August 11th Beer Garden Fellowship Spm (see insert)

August 17th Vestry Meeting (Zoom)

August 25th ECW Book Discussion (Zoom) (see insert)

August 29th Diocesan Picinic (see insert)

Starting in the month of July, St. Mark’s will welcome Chad Templin, a field education
intern. He will be working closely with Delaney as a continuation of his studies in the

Episcopal Church.

J Please introduce yourself and give him a proper St. Mark’s welcome.

The Lion’s Tale is published bi-Monthly by St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church. Melissa Engle-Editor

To submit an article email it to parishoffice@saintmarks-stl.org.
Deadline for article submissions are listed below.

August 26th Deadline for September/October Lion’s Tale
October 27th Deadline for November/December Lion’s Tale
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St. Mark’s Events
Meeting Jesus in Our Neighborhood

As we continue to head out into our neighborhood, join Delaney+ for our final month of exploration in July:

e Sunday, July 12 11:45am Walk
e Wednesday, July 15 5:30pm Drive
e Thursday, July 23 11:00am Drive

Francis Park Fellowship

Summer is here and it’s time for some Fellowship at the Rockwell Beer Garden in Francis Park. Rockwell of-
fers many non-alcoholic beverages, tasty food and plenty of beer options. Stop by and spend some time with
your church community. Join in the fun:

. Thursday, July 9™ at 5pm
. Tuesday, August 11™ at 5pm

Coffee Hours with Delaney+

Join Delaney+ and the St. Mark’s community for fellowship over a cup of coffee or tasty treat. In July we will
meet at

e Maypop Coffee & Garden Shop (803 Marshall Ave Webster Groves) on Tuesday July 21 from 10-
11:30am

o Knead Bakehouse (3467 Hampton) on Saturday August 8 from 10-11:30am
Play Date at Forest Park

Join in the fun on Saturday, July 11 at 10am. Meet up with St. Mark's families at the World's Fair Pavilion in
Forest Park for a morning of exploration and fun at the Anne O C'Albrecht Nature Playscape! Snacks, sun-

screen, and bug spray will be provided.

Patriotic Sing-a-long

Monday July 13™ at 6:30pm join us in celebrating the 250™ birthday of America with a sing-a-long. Kim will
accompany our esteemed St. Mark’s clipboard players with some patriotic songs. All are welcome.

Bible Study on Break

Bible study will be taking summer vacation! Join us this fall as we gather together again.




Diocesan Events

Convocation Celebration with Bishop Deon

Join together with other parishes across the Emery Washington Convocation for a day of fun, learning and

fellowship!

Saturday, July 25, 2026 11:00am - 2:00pm
Grace Episcopal Church, Kirkwood (514 E Argonne)
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Diocese of Missouri

Episcopal Church Women
Retreat & Annual Meeting

Faith as a Source
of Strength

in Times of
featuring
Rev. Delaney Schlake-Kruse

Turmoil
Friday & Saturda
Septeml

Il women in the dioces
are welcome

See you there!

PALLOTTINE RENEWAL CENTER

A BOOK DISCUSSION
WITH AUTHOR
BISHOP MARIANN BUDDE

How We Learn to Be Brave
is an inspirational guide to

\—\ \ e the key junctures in life
that, if navigated with faith

and discernment, pave the
e (\ kL) way for us to become our
2 T most courageous selves.
4 - 5] Read the book, then join us
4 I (] \ ( for a discussion with the
author Tuesday, Aug. 25,
Decisive Moment d § 6 p.m. via ZOOM.

%\ TheRt.Rev.
Mariann Budde

Bishop, Episcopal
Diocese of Washington

Women of the diocese should register in
advance at bit.ly/3Rtx7Q4
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