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NEW STREAMLINED WEBSITE! 

Have you had a chance to look at our new streamlined website.  It’s been especially formatted 
to see on your mobile device.  Check it out now at www.saintmarks-stl.org. 

THE LION’S TALE IS BACK 

The September/October edition of the Lion’s Tale has been published. Make sure to get your 
copy in the back of the church or you can download your copy from the Markings or on the 
NEW website. We will be accepting articles for the November/December edition.  See the 
back page for submission deadlines for future editions. 

    THE SUNDAY PAPER JUNIOR 

We have renewed our subscription to The Sunday Paper Junior.  These are special coloring 

pages designed for children that complement the lessons of the week.  Complimentary crayons 

will be available in the back of the church along with copies of The Sunday Paper Junior for 

any parents to give to their children.  

http://www.saintmarks-stl.com


Scenes from Opening Day 



Dr. Glen Thomas Rideout (all pronouns) is an artist, minister, teacher, lover, writer, gardener, and friend 
born in Baltimore to a big, beautiful Black family. He is Director of Worship Arts Ministries for the people of 
First Universalist Church of Minneapolis, and teaches worship and liturgical design at Meadville-Lombard 
Theological School and United Theological Seminary. 

god is no noun 
I came across this poem over the summer, and it has been echoing in my meditations since I first read it. It 
is clear that the author writes firmly grounded in his Black experience, and it is also clear that much of 
what he writes applies universally to all who seek a deeper relationship with God. I hope it speaks to you 
as it continues to speak to me.  

god is no noun. 
and certainly not an adjective. 
god is at least a verb, 
and even that shrinks her. 
 
god is not so much a woman 
as she resides in the improbable 
hope of brown mothers. 
god is not so much a man 
as he is at work in the memory 
of my grandfather’s laugh. 
god is not trans. 
god swims in the tears 
of the one who sees 
her real self, 
at long last, 
in the bathroom mirror. 
 
god is not black; neither is he white. 
god is wading in the contradiction of songs from 
slave shacks. 
and I have seen god in the alabaster smiles 
of children at play. 
 
we’re getting michelangelo all wrong. 
god is not the bearded one surrounded by angels, 
floating over the sistine. 
he is not adam with his muscled back pressing the 
earth. 
no. 
god is the closing inch of space 
between their reaching fingers. 
 
don’t believe for a moment that god is catholic. 
for god’s sake, he isn’t even human. 
have you heard the wood thrush 
when the sun glistens the huron? 
can you see the flowers, 
how they speak to bees without a word? 
 

still, god is no spring blossom, no wood thrush. 
god is neither the sun nor the bee. 
god is what you see in the blossom. 
god is when you hear the river 
and suddenly discover how 
much of it is part of you. 
to be clear, 
god is not you. 
god is somewhere in the 14 billion years 
which have come to mean that you are. 
god is, after all, at least a verb. 
she is neither pharaoh’s rod nor moses’ staff. 
we must be the ones to cease our slavery. 
she is not interested in blame, neither does she offer 
praise. truth, gratitude are ours to breathe. 
she will not have your answers. 
she is too large for answers. 
she dances too wildly to be fastened to them, 
and answers are nouns anyway. 
 
god is at least a verb, 
twirling in the radiant reds of spring 
blossoms, 
singing in the rare silences between rapid opinions, 
attending the tears of dark-skinned deaths, learning in 
tiny, alabaster smiles. 
 
god is waiting in the space between fingers 
that might connect. 
 
he is waiting for us 
to stop naming her. 
she is waiting for us to 
see all of him. 
 
god is waiting 
 
to be un-shrunk       —Glen Thomas Rideout 



It's Back! Jasper hopes you'll join him for the Blessing of the Animals, Sunday, Oc-

tober 2nd at the 10:00 AM Worship Service. ALL are welcome!  

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS OCTOBER 2ND 

Art in the Park St. Louis Hills is coming back for 2022!  
Sunday, September 25th 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  

Francis Park  St. Louis, MO 63109 
Once again, St. Mark’s will have a booth with art projects, temporary tattoos and other giveaways to show our 
support to our St. Louis Hills community. Please contact Melissa at the Parish  Office if you are interested in 
volunteering (314) 832-3588 or parishoffice@saintmarks-stl.org or there is a sign up sheet in the Parish Hall. 
Or just come out to support and enjoy the event. 

Worship and YOU 
As we continue to reclaim more parts of our in-person liturgical worship we are in need of folks to serve in our 
worship services. Each Sunday we need to have a Greeter, an Usher, a Reader (Lector), and a Chalice Bearer. 
Additionally, it would be good to have Acolytes: Crucifer/Torch Bearers (one of which can be the Chalice 
Bearer). Training is provided (and as it's often done on Saturdays, donuts/pastries are, too). "Liturgy" is literal-
ly "the work of the people." Perhaps a new way of participating is calling you? Please contact Mark+ for more 
information: mark@saintmarks-stl.org / 314-345-0440. 

Kairos Sunday Returns 
We are pleased to announce that Kairos Sundays will return on the 3rd Sunday of each Month, beginning  
October 16, 2022. Like other things, this has been on hiatus since March 2020. 
Kairos Sunday provides the opportunity for folks of all ages to come together to learn something new, to learn 
from one another, and to have fun. Everyone meets in the church at 9:30 am for a half-hour of formation 
around topics such as: “What’s going on at the altar?”, “Why do we sing the psalms?”, “What does ‘Being 
Christian’ have to do with recycling?”, and more. Immediately following this half-hour, we gather for worship 
at 10:00 am—with worshippers of all ages taking on various roles in our liturgy. [Kairos: Greek: the suitable 
time, the right moment, God’s appointed time] 

ST. MARK’S EVENTS 

Peace Meal Volunteers Needed this Fall 

Once again, St. Markans are invited to collaborate with folks from Emmanuel to prepare and serve a Peace 
Meal at St. John’s in Tower Grove. The remaining meal dates are October 15th and November 19th. The Peace 
Meal is in two shifts: 2-4PM for preparation/cooking and 3:45-5:35PM for serving and cleanup. Currently, 
diners are picking up their meals and are not dining in the parish hall. Two to three St. Markans are needed for 
each shift (you can sign up to do 2-5:35 if you feel so called). This is a wonderful opportunity to once again of-
fer hands-on ministry where it is most needed. To sign up or to find out more information please contact Dea-
con Jerre at jerre.birdsong@gmail.com / 314-608-3255 or speak to him after church on Sunday! 

mailto:jerre.birdsong@gmail.com


FROM YOUR DEACON … 

 

Isaiah 58 Ministries celebrates its 50th anniversary this year of supplying emer-
gency provisions and basic needs through its food pantry and thrift store at the 
intersection of Grand Ave. and Flora.  Receiving over $1 million annually in in
-kind donations of food and clothing, Isaiah 58 connects services and resources 

to those in need.  Through its partnerships among churches, grocers, restaurants, and volunteers, it assisted 
524 households representing 1,367 individuals through 926 visits in the month of August alone.  Those 
coming to its food pantry, mobile market, and fresh food Fridays make their own selections of the frozen 
meat, produce, deli items, bread, desserts, canned goods, and personal items they desire.  Isaiah 58 strives to 
show people they are accepted for who they are, wherever they are in life. 

 

Isaiah 58 is in need of volunteers to serve as personal shoppers, sorters, and van drivers to pick up donated 
food on weekdays.  If you have questions about volunteering, please contact me.  I’ll go there with you to 
show you around. 

 

At this time, Isaiah 58 needs donations of casual and dressy clothes for children and adults, particularly for 
men.  Donated items should be clean, gently-worn with no stains, holes, or tears.   Athletic apparel includ-
ing shoes are always in demand.  Adult pajamas and underwear are not accepted.  Socks should be new.  
We will have a bin in the parish hall marked for clothing donations to Isaiah 58 until October 16.   

 

Thank you for your consideration of assisting with this ministry to our South City neighbors. 

 

In Christ, 

Deacon Jerre 

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS REPORT 

• This year we contracted with Missouri Valley Glass to replace all the win-
dows of the parish hall.  The large windows have been replaced and we 
are waiting on the fabrication of the smaller windows. 

• We have contracted with Western Specialty to do some brickwork and 
caulking.  This work will begin in the fall. 

• The nursery has been readied for use.  Amongst the improvements are a 
new ceiling and removal of the old pinboard. 

• The water pump for the memorial garden fountain failed and was re-
placed. 

• A rectory basement toilet leak caused significant damage to the walls in 
the basement.  For mold abatement, the water damaged materials were 
removed and remaining mold has been treated. 

• All downspout and sewer drains have been opened to minimize water 
damage to the buildings. 

• Other minor repairs/improvements include the upgrading of flourescent 
tube light fixtures and fixing the left hinge of the church front door. 



EMERY WASHINGTON CELEBRATION 
Sunday, September 18, 2022, 4:00 PM 

On the afternoon of Sunday, Sept. 18 at 4 p.m., the Emery Washington Convocation will commemorate and 
celebrate the convocation's patron, the Rev. Emery Washington. 
Along with this celebration we will also officially "install" our Dean and Warden in a special liturgy presided 
over by Bishop Deon Johnson. The celebration will take place at the Episcopal Church of All Saints and As-
cension in Northwoods, and EVERYONE in the convocation is invited to attend. 
After the installation liturgy, a reception with refreshments will be held outside on the church lawn. 

2022 ECM Moment in Time Gala 

Lighting the Way to Hope & Healing 
When: Thursday, October 20, 2022 Time: 6 pm to 9 pm 

Where: Forest Park Golf Course Clubhouse - 6141 Lagoon Drive 
Episcopal City Mission invites all to their annual gala to support programs 
for youth in detention. This year ECM will be returning to an in-person 
event! We will be following social distancing and other safety measures 
based on the Covid status at the time of the event. Details about this event 
will be released in a few weeks. Click HERE for more information or to 
register.  Direct any questions to our Executive Director, Beth Goad, 
(314.436.3545 or ecmdirectorstl@gmail.com). 

FALL DIOCESAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
Saturday, Oct. 1 9 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Hybrid Event 

The Standing Committee invites all lay and clergy members 
throughout the Diocese to our Fall Leadership Conference. The 
theme of this year's event is Haven & Hub: Security, Hospi-
tality, and Innovation in the Next Era of the Church.  

This will be an in-person event, with members meeting in four 
locations (by convocation) and presentations happening via 
Zoom.  The cost of this event is $25 per person. Registration 
deadline is September 25. Click HERE to register. 

Call for Nominations and Resolutions Deadline: September 28 

The Diocese depends on clergy and lay members to help guide our mission by serving in elected offices. 
Please talk to potential leaders in your parish about serving on a Diocesan committee. And consider running 

for an open position, yourself! View all election information and submit an online nomination. 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

ECW Retreat and Annual Meeting 
Friday, Oct. 14 - Saturday, Oct. 15 

Pallottine Renewal Center, Florissant 
After two years of meeting virtually because of COVID, Episcopal Church Women will be 

gathering for an overnight retreat for fellowship, learning. and worship. Click HERE for 

more information and to register. 

https://allsaintsascension.com/
https://allsaintsascension.com/
https://www.diocesemo.org/blog/ecm-2022-gala-lighting-a-way-for-hope-healing/?occurrence=239
https://www.diocesemo.org/blog/2022-fall-leadership-conference/?occurrence=234
https://www.diocesemo.org/blog/nominations-for-convention-elected-offices/
https://www.diocesemo.org/episcopal-church-women/


Lou Swallow Celebrates his 

90th Birthday 

On Sunday, August 21st, a reception was held at St. 
Mark's to celebrate Lou’s 90th Birthday.   

The kids in the Godly Play class created a special card 
and poster to honor our oldest parishioner. Lou lived 
across the street from the front of church. As a five year 
old, he watched, close up, during a stone laying cere-
mony. He posed, 85 years later, on the plaza again. 
Happy 90th birthday, Lou!  

CHOIR CALL 

The choir has begun its weekly rehearsals on Thursdays from 7:30-9:00 pm, and we invite 
anyone who enjoys singing to join us. If you’re a long-time choir member, past choir 
member, or new to the choir, please consider participating in this very important ministry. 
We work hard, have lots of fun, and, most importantly, enjoy making music together.  All 
are welcome! 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Wednesdays 7:00pm   AA Meeting 

Thursdays 7:30 pm   Choir Practice 

September 18th    Feed My People Manna March 

September 18th    Emery Washington Celebration 

September 20th    Vestry Meeting 

September 25th    Art in the Park 

October 1st     Diocesan Fall Leadership Conference 

October 2nd    Blessing of the Animals 

October 11th    Isiah 58 50th Anniversary 

October 14th & 15th   ECW Retreat and Annual Meeting 

October 18th    Vestry Meeting 

October 20th    ECM Moment in Time Gala 

The Lion’s Tale is published bi-Monthly by St. Mark’s Episcopal 

Church.  Melissa Engle-Editor 

To submit an article email it to parishoffice@saintmarks-stl.org.  
Deadline for article submissions are listed below.  
 

October 26th Deadline for November/December Lion’s Tale  

December 23rd Deadline for January/February Lion’s Tale  

mailto:parishoffice@saintmarks-stl.org

